


Introduction
They say the people could fly. Say that long ago in 
Africa, some of the people knew magic. And they 
would walk up on the air like climbin up on a gate. 
And they flew like blackbirds over the fields. Black, 
shiny wings flappin against the blue up there.

They say that the children of the ones who could not fly  
told their children. And now, me, I have told it to you.

So begins and ends Virginia Hamilton’s masterful retelling of 
“one of the most extraordinary, moving tales in black folklore.” 
It is the final story in her collection entitled The People Could 
Fly:  American Black Folktales (Knopf, 1985). In 2004 Leo and 
Diane Dillon, who had illustrated this edition, created power-
ful paintings for a picture book edition which they dedicated to 
Hamilton. And so we dedicate the 13th edition of The Black 
Experience in Children’s Books to an author and storyteller  
of vision, commitment, distinction, and beauty.

Following the tradition of the past 12 editions, this list of recom-
mended titles is for all children through the sixth grade. For the first 
time, we are listing websites that have been popular with librarians in 
branches of The New York Public Library. Included in this listing is 
the American Library Association’s Coretta Scott King Awards page.

We hope that children and adults who work with children will 
find books that set our spirits to climb, to fly, to soar.

Susan Pine
Chair, Children’s Materials 
Specialist

Margaret Tice
Coordinator of Children’s 
Services

Committee members:
Deborah Allman
Rebecca Brown
Dawn Chance
Yolanda Gleason
Nancy Hampton
Carol Small
Caryl Soriano
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Picture Books 
For Younger Children

Amazing Grace by Mary Hoffman. Pictures by Caroline Binch. 
Dial, 1991. $16.99. Grace’s mother and grandmother lovingly 
supply the encouragement she needs to fulfill her dream of 
starring in a class production of Peter Pan.

Angel Baby by Pat Cummings. Lothrop, 2000. $15.95. Only in her 
mother’s eyes is Amanda Lynne’s baby brother a perfect angel.

Aunt Flossie’s Hats (and Crab Cakes Later) by Elizabeth 
Fitzgerald Howard. Paintings by James Ransome. Clarion, 1991. 
$16.00. A Baltimore family shares stories of Aunt Flossie’s hats 
over tea and cookies. Also: What’s in Aunt Mary’s Room.

Baby Says by John Steptoe. Morrow, 1988. $16.89. A loving  
portrait of a toddler and his big brother learning to share.  
An almost wordless picture book for the very young.

Be Boy Buzz by bell hooks. Illustrated by Chris Raschka. 
Hyperion, 2002. $16.99. Celebrate being a boy.

Beauty, Her Basket by Sandra Belton. Illustrated by Cozbi A. 
Cabrera. Greenwillow, 2004. $15.99. A grandmother 
shares stories of the Sea Islands and her African 
heritage while teaching her granddaughter to 

weave a sea grass basket. 

Ben’s Trumpet by Rachel Isadora. 
Greenwillow, 1979. $17.99. The  

syncopated rhythms of Harlem 
during the Jazz Age reverberate  
in handsome black and white  

art deco style. Caldecott Honor.

Bigmama’s by Donald Crews. Greenwillow, 1991. $15.99. A fond 
remembrance of the author’s summers spent at his grandparents’ 
home in Florida. Also: Shortcut.

Bikes for Rent! by Isaac Olaleye. Illustrated by Chris Demarest. 
Orchard, 2001. $16.95. Lateef, a young Nigerian boy, wants to ride 
with the other boys.

Bintou’s Braids by Sylviane A. Diouf. Illustrated by Shane W. 
Evans. Chronicle, 2001. $14.95. A little girl living in West Africa  
finally gets her wish for braids. 

Black Is Brown Is Tan by Arnold Adoff. Pictures by Emily 
Arnold McCully. HarperCollins, 2001. $15.95. Poetic verse cele-
brates a family with a brown-skinned momma, white-skinned 
daddy, their children, and assorted relatives.

Black, White, Just Right by Marguerite W. Davol. Illustrated  
by Irene Trivas. Whitman, 1993. $15.95. A girl explains how her 
parents are different, but she is just right.

The Blues of Flats Brown by Walter Dean Myers. Illustrated by 
Nina Laden. Holiday, 2000. $6.95 pbk. To escape an abusive master, 
a junkyard dog named Flats runs away and makes a name for 
himself from Mississippi to New York City playing the blues on 
his guitar.

Brianna, Jamaica, and the Dance of Spring by Juanita Havill. 
Illustrated by Anne Sibley O’Brien. Houghton, 2002. $16.00. When 
her sister Nikki gets sick, Brianna hopes to play her part as the 
butterfly queen in the Dance of Spring, but then another disas-
ter strikes. One of several stories about Jamaica and her family 
and friends.

Bring on That Beat by Rachel Isadora. Putnam, 2002. $14.99. 
Celebrate jazz in 1930s Harlem.

Brown Sugar Babies by Charles R. Smith, Jr. Jump at the Sun/
Hyperion, 2000. $14.99. Smiling babies are a tasty treat for the eyes.

Caribbean Counting Book by Faustin Charles. Illustrated by 
Roberta Arenson. Houghton, 1996. $16.00. A collection of songs 
and rhymes from Caribbean countries, illustrated in bright  
collage art. 
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Cherries and Cherry Pits by Vera B. Williams. Greenwillow, 
1986. $16.95. Bidemmi, a young girl with a vivid imagination,  
tells stories and draws pictures of her New York City world. 

Chicken Sunday by Patricia Polacco. Philomel, 1992. $16.99.  
A Ukrainian girl and two Baptist brothers find a way to get 
Gramma the Easter bonnet of her dreams.

Circle Unbroken by Margot Theis Raven. Pictures by E. B. 
Lewis. Farrar, 2004. $16.00. A grandmother tells her granddaugh-
ter the tale of the beautiful sweetgrass baskets of the Gullahs that 
keep their African heritage alive.

Coming on Home Soon by Jacqueline Woodson. Illustrated 
by E. B. Lewis. Putnam, 2004. $16.99. During World War II, Ada 
Ruth and her grandmother wait for mama to come home from 
Chicago where “they’re hiring colored women.” Caldecott 
Honor. 

Cosmo and the Robot by Brian J. Pinkney. Greenwillow, 2000. 
$15.89. Cosmo, a boy living on Mars, must come up with a 
quick solution when his malfunctioning robot Rex threatens  
his sister Jewel.

Dance by Bill T. Jones and Susan Kuklin. Photographed by 
Susan Kuklin. Hyperion, 1998. $14.95. Striking photographs of  
choreographer/dancer Bill T. Jones demonstrate how he uses  
his body to express his love of movement.

Down the Road by Alice Schertle. Illustrated by E. B. Lewis. 
Harcourt, 1995. $16.00. Hetty is very careful with the eggs she has 
bought on her very first trip to the store, but she runs into  
trouble when she stops to pick apples.

Elizabeti’s School by Stephanie Stuve-Bodeen. Illustrated by 
Christy Hale. Lee & Low, 2002. $16.95. Although she enjoys her 
first day at school in Tanzania, Elizabeti misses her family and 
wonders if it wouldn’t be better to stay home. Sequel to:  
Mama Elizabeti.

Feast for 10 by Cathryn Falwell. Clarion, 1993. $16.00. A family 
counts its way through a grocery store and a feast. A colorful 
splash of cut-out art for the very young.

Flossie and the Fox by Patricia McKissack. Illustrated by Rachel 
Isadora. Dial, 1986. $15.99. Big Mama warns her about a sly egg-
poaching fox on the loose, but Flossie outwits him in the end.

Fly! by Christopher A. Myers. Jump at the Sun/Hyperion, 2001. 
$15.99. On the roof of his building, lonely Jawanza meets a 
homeless man who teaches him how to make friends with the 
sparrows and pigeons.

Granddaddy’s Street Songs by Monalisa DeGross. Illustrated 
by Floyd Cooper. Jump at the Sun/Hyperion, 1999. $14.99. Roddy 
loves to listen as his granddaddy remembers his days as an  
arabber – a Baltimore street vendor.

Grandpa’s Face by Eloise Greenfield. Illustrated by Floyd 
Cooper. Putnam, 1988. $16.99. Tamika fears that someday her 
grandfather will make his mean actor’s face at her and she will 
lose his love forever.

Gugu’s House by Catherine Stock. Clarion, 2001. $14.99.  
A little girl in Zimbabwe visits her grandmother’s village. 

Happy to Be Nappy by bell hooks. Illustrated by Chris 
Raschka. Jump at the Sun/Hyperion, 1999. $14.99. A celebration, 
in verse and brush strokes, of hair that is “A halo – a crown –  
a covering for heads that are round.”

Heaven’s All-Star Jazz Band by Don Carter. Knopf, 2002.  
$15.95. A young boy imagines his grandfather playing with jazz 
musicians up in heaven.

Hot City by Barbara M. Joosse. Illustrated by R. Gregory 
Christie. Philomel, 2004. $16.99. Mimi and her little brother dream 
of princesses and dinosaurs in the cool, quiet library.

Hot Day on Abbott Avenue by Karen English. Illustrated by 
Javaka Steptoe. Clarion, 2004. $15.00. Two best friends break up 
and make up over a blue ice pop. 

I Dream of Trains by Angela Johnson. Illustrated by Loren 
Long. Simon & Schuster, 2003. $16.95. The son of a sharecropper 
dreams of leaving Mississippi on a train driven by the legendary  
engineer Casey Jones.
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I Love My Hair! by Natasha Anastasia Tarpley. Illustrated by  
E. B. Lewis. Little, Brown, 1998. $16.99. A young girl describes the 
many wonderful ways she can wear her hair.

Jambo Means Hello: Swahili Alphabet Book by Muriel 
Feelings. Pictures by Tom Feelings. Dial, 1974. $18.99. The sounds 
and sights of Africa are recreated in an informative picture book 
with beautiful illustrations. Caldecott Honor. Also: Moja Means 
One: Swahili Counting Book. Caldecott Honor.

The Jolly Mon by Jimmy Buffett and Savannah Buffett. Illustrated 
by Lambert Davis. Harcourt, 1988. $16.00. A Caribbean fisherman 
finds a magical guitar and enriches the lives of islanders with  
his music.

Julius by Angela Johnson. Pictures by Dav Pilkey. Orchard, 1993. 
$6.95 pbk. A huge, extroverted Alaskan pig becomes a little girl’s 
best friend in this funny story.

Little Cliff and the Porch People by Clifton L. Taulbert. 
Paintings by E. B. Lewis. Dial, 1999. $16.99. Even though his 
great-grandmother needs a pound of Miz Callie’s special butter 
right away for her candied sweet potatoes, Little Cliff has to stop 
and talk to all his neighbors. A remembrance of the author’s 
Mississippi Delta childhood. 

Lookin’ for Bird in the Big City by Robert Burleigh. Illustrated 
by Marek Los. Harcourt, 2001. $16.00. A young Miles Davis  
searches through 1940s New York City for the legendary  
Charlie Parker.

Max Found Two Sticks by Brian Pinkney. Simon & Schuster, 1994. 
$16.00. Although he doesn’t feel like talking, a young boy responds 
to questions by drumming on various objects, including a bucket, 
hat boxes, and garbage cans.

A Million Fish ... More or Less by Patricia McKissack. 
Illustrated by Dena Schutzer. Knopf, 1982. $16.99. Young Hugh 
catches fish and develops the art of telling fish tales during an  
afternoon on the Bayou Clapteaux.

My Painted House, My Friendly Chicken, and Me by Maya 
Angelou. Photographs by Margaret Courtney-Clarke. Crown, 
1994. $17.99. A glimpse of the life of an eight-year-old Ndebele  
girl in South Africa, told through beautiful photographs and 
perceptive text.

My Rows and Piles of Coins by Tololwa M. Mollel. Illustrated 
by E. B. Lewis. Clarion, 1999. $15.00. Saruni, a boy in Tanzania, 
wants to save enough to buy a bicycle. Coretta Scott King 
Illustrator Honor.

Once Upon a Time by Niki Daly. Farrar, 2003. $16.00. Sarie,  
a little girl in South Africa, struggles with reading until she and 
her Auntie Anna share the story of Cinderella.

The Other Side by Jacqueline Woodson. Illustrated by E. B. 
Lewis. Putnam, 2001. $16.99. Two girls, one white and one black, 
gradually get to know each other as they sit on the fence that  
divides their town.

Painted Dreams by Karen Lynn Williams. Pictures by Catherine 
Stock. Lothrop, 1998. $16.99. Ti-Marie, an eight-year-old Haitian 
girl, finds a special way to create pictures.

Papa Lucky’s Shadow by Niki Daly. Aladdin, 1992. $6.99 pbk. 
Papa Lucky’s retirement dream comes true when Sugar, his 
granddaughter, helps him  
recreate his dance routines 
on the city streets.

A Rainbow All  
Around Me by Sandra L. 
Pinkney. Photographs  
by Myles C. Pinkney. 
Scholastic, 2002. $15.95. 
Children celebrate color in 
bright, appealing photographs.

Rap a Tap Tap: Here’s 
Bojangles – Think of That by 
Leo and Diane Dillon. Blue Sky, 
2002. $15.95. Rhyming verse captures 
the elegance and energy of the  
famous tap dancer. Coretta Scott 
King Illustrator Honor.
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Running the Road to ABC by Denizé Lauture. Illustrated  
by Reynold Ruffins. Simon & Schuster, 1996. $16.95. Six Haitian 
children eagerly travel the countryside on their way to school.

Sam and the Tigers by Julius Lester. Pictures by Jerry Pinkney. 
Dial, 1996. $17.99. The adventures of a little boy named Sam who 
matches wits with several tigers that want to eat him.

Shades of Black:  A Celebration of Our Children by Sandra L. 
Pinkney. Photographs by Myles C. Pinkney. Scholastic, 2000.  
$15.95. Photographs and poetic text celebrate the beauty and  
diversity of African American children.

She Come Bringing Me That Little Baby Girl by Eloise 
Greenfield. Illustrated by John Steptoe. HarperTrophy, 1993. $6.95 
pbk. Kevin wanted a little brother from the hospital, but his 
mother brought home a baby girl. 

The Snowy Day by Ezra Jack Keats. Viking, 1962. $15.99. A small 
boy enjoys his first day in the snow. Caldecott Award. Other  
stories about Peter are Whistle for Willie, Peter’s Chair, and  
A Letter to Amy.

Stevie by John Steptoe. HarperTrophy, 1986. $6.99 pbk. A small boy 
resents the presence of a younger boarder – until he moves away. 

Sweet Music in Harlem by Debbie Taylor. Illustrated by Frank 
Morrison. Lee & Low, 2004. $16.95. A young boy gathers up his 
uncle’s hat and some of the greatest jazz musicians of 1950s 
Harlem for a photograph.

Sweet, Sweet Memory by Jacqueline Woodson. Illustrated  
by Floyd Cooper. Jump at the Sun/Hyperion, 2000. $14.99.  
A child and her grandmother feel sad when Grandpa dies, but  
as time passes, funny memories of him make them laugh and  
feel better.

Tar Beach by Faith Ringgold. Crown, 1991. $18.99. A little girl  
remembers the night the stars lifted her up from her Harlem 
roof and she flew over the city. Coretta Scott King Illustrator 
Award, Caldecott Honor. Also:  Aunt Harriet’s Underground 
Railroad in the Sky. 

Tell Me a Story, Mama by Angela Johnson. Pictures by David 
Soman. Orchard, 1989. $16.95. Loving memories of family life are 
shared in an amusing bedtime dialogue between a little girl and 
her mother. 

Ten, Nine, Eight by Molly Bang. Greenwillow, 1983. $16.89.  
A father gently counts his daughter to sleep. Caldecott Honor.

These Hands by Hope Lynne Price. Illustrated by Bryan 
Collier. Hyperion, 1999. $14.99. Bold collage art and simple text  
depict a young girl in a loving family who can build, hug, tickle, 
touch, pray, and play.

Uncle Jed’s Barbershop by Margaree King Mitchell. Illustrated 
by James Ransome. Simon & Schuster, 1993. $17.95. When Sarah 
Jean falls ill, her Uncle Jed postpones his lifelong dream of  
owning his own business.

Uptown by Bryan Collier. Holt, 2000. $16.95. A young boy is a 
proud tour guide for his Harlem community. Coretta Scott King 
Illustrator Award.

Visiting Langston by Willie Perdomo. Illustrated by Bryan 
Collier. Holt, 2002. $15.95. A little girl visits the home of the  
beloved poet in this joyous celebration of writing and Harlem. 
Coretta Scott King Illustrator Honor.

When I Am Old with You by Angela Johnson. Pictures by 
David Soman. Orchard, 1993. $6.95 pbk. The companionship  
between a little boy and his grandfather is lovingly depicted in 
this gentle family portrait.

Where’s Jamela by Niki Daly. Farrar, 2004. $16.00. Mama  
is excited about her new job and new house, but Jamela is not  
so sure. 
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Picture Books 
For Older Children

Back Home by Gloria Pinkney. Pictures by Jerry Pinkney.  
Dial, 1992. $16.99. During her first visit to her grandmother’s 
hometown, Ernestine begins to explore her family’s roots.  
Also: Sunday Outing. 

A Band of Angels:  A Story Inspired by the Jubilee Singers  
by Deborah Hopkinson. IIlustrated by Raúl Colón. Atheneum, 
1999. $16.95. The daughter of a slave forms a gospel singing group 
and goes on tour to raise money to save Fisk University.

The Bat Boy & His Violin by Gavin Curtis. Illustrated by E. B. 
Lewis. Simon & Schuster, 1998. $16.95. Reginald finds an unusual way to 
use his love of music to help his father’s baseball team in the Negro 
League games of 1948. Coretta Scott King Illustrator Honor.

Big Jabe by Jerdine Nolen. Illustrated by Kadir Nelson. 
HarperCollins, 2000. $15.99. Momma Mary tells stories about  
a special young man who does wondrous things, especially  
for the slaves on the Plenty Plantation.

Black Cowboy, Wild Horses:  A True Story by Julius Lester. 
Illustrated by Jerry Pinkney. Dial, 1998. $18.99. An exciting tale  
of a cowboy so skillful that he and his stallion, Warrior, bring  
in a whole herd of mustangs.

Casey Jones’s Fireman:  The Story of Sim Webb by Nancy 
Farmer. Pictures by James Bernardin. Phyllis Fogelman Books, 1999. 
$16.99. When a mysterious, red-haired stranger gives the legend-
ary engineer a powerful steam whistle, his railroad-loving  
fireman can’t prevent the terrible crash. 

Drylongso by Virginia Hamilton. Illustrated by Jerry Pinkney. 
Harcourt, 1997. $10.00 pbk. The story of a farm family and a myste-
rious boy who appears during a time of drought. Inspired by a 
folk character from Gullah legends.

Freedom School, Yes! by Amy Littlesugar. Illustrated by Floyd 
Cooper. Philomel, 2001. $16.99. Despite the dangerous times of the 
1964 Mississippi Summer Project, Jolie comes to love her new 
learning.

Freedom Summer by Deborah Wiles. Illustrated by Jerome 
Lagarrigue. Atheneum, 2001. $16.95. In 1964, two friends in a small 
southern town find that integration is still not completely  
accepted.

From Miss Ida’s Porch by Sandra Belton. Illustrated by 
Floyd Cooper. Aladdin, 1993. $5.99 pbk. The grown-ups sitting 
on the porch share memories of the community and some  
of its famous visitors with the neighborhood children. 

Gloria’s Way by Ann Cameron. Pictures by Lis Toft. Farrar, 
2000. $15.00. Gloria shares special times with her mother and  
father and with her friends Julian, Huey, and Latisha.

Goin’ Someplace Special by Pat McKissack. Illustrated by 
Jerry Pinkney. Atheneum, 2001. $16.00. ’Tricia Ann embarks on a 
difficult trip in segregated Nashville and finds strength in the 
wise and loving guidance of her grandmother. Coretta Scott 
King Illustrator Award.
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Going North by Janice Harrington. Illustrated by Jerome 
Lagarrigue. Farrar, 2004. $16.00. A young girl and her family  
embark on a difficult but hope-filled drive from Alabama to 
Nebraska in the early 1960s. 

The Gold Cadillac by Mildred D. Taylor. Pictures by Michael 
Hays. Dial, 1987. $16.99. A visit to Mississippi in a brand new 1950 
Cadillac sparks an awakening of the reality of racial prejudice for 
two girls from the north. 

The Hard-Times Jar by Ethel Footman Smothers. Pictures by 
John Holyfield. Farrar, 2003. $16.00. Emma, the daughter of poor 
migrant workers in Florida, longs to own a real book.

I Have Heard of a Land by Joyce Carol Thomas. Illustrated by 
Floyd Cooper. HarperCollins, 1998. $14.89. A pioneer woman faces 
joy and hardship when she stakes a claim for free land in the 
Oklahoma territory.

In the Time of the Drums by Kim L. Siegelson. Illustrated  
by Brian Pinkney. Jump at the Sun/Hyperion, 1999. $15.99. A haunt-
ing story, retold from Gullah tradition, of a boy born into slav-
ery and his grandmother who leads those brought over in chains 
from Benin into the water to “slave’s freedom.” Coretta Scott 
King Illustrator Award. 

The Jones Family Express by Javaka Steptoe. Lee & Low, 2003. 
$17.95. Steven tries to find just the right present for Aunt 

Carolyn in time for the annual block party.

Justin and the Best Biscuits in the 
World by Mildred Pitts Walter. Morrow, 

1986. $15.99. The only male in a house 
of females, Justin thinks that cook-
ing and cleaning are women’s 
work, until he spends time on his 
grandfather’s ranch. Coretta Scott 
King Author Award.

Me and Uncle Romie:  A Story Inspired by the Life and Art 
of Romare Bearden by Claire Hartfield. Paintings by Jerome 
Lagarrigue. Dial, 2002. $16.99. A young boy’s first visit to New 
York City gives him a chance to become acquainted with his  
uncle and gain an appreciation for his famous collage art.

Minty:  A Story of Young Harriet Tubman by Alan Schroeder. 
Pictures by Jerry Pinkney. Puffin, 2000. $6.99 pbk. Evocative water-
color paintings depict the young slave who dreamed of freedom. 
Coretta Scott King Illustrator Award. 

Mirandy and Brother Wind by Patricia C. McKissack. 
Illustrated by Jerry Pinkney. Dragonfly, 1997. $6.99 pbk. Mirandy 
calls on Brother Wind to help her and clumsy Ezel win the  
junior cakewalk in their turn-of-the-century community. 
Caldecott Honor, Coretta Scott King Illustrator Award.

Mississippi Bridge by Mildred D. Taylor. Pictures by Max 
Ginsburg. Puffin, 2000. $4.99 pbk. A moving account of life in the 
1930s in a small Mississippi town divided by hate and prejudice.

Pictures for Miss Josie by Sandra Belton. Pictures by Benny 
Andrews. Greenwillow, 2003. $16.99. In this tribute to the  
educator Josephine Carroll Smith, a young boy learns to  
treasure her friendship and support and passes on his love of  
her to his own son.

Pink and Say by Patricia Polacco. Philomel, 1994. $16.99. After a 
former slave saves the life of a white soldier on a Civil War bat-
tlefield and then teaches him to read, they forge an all-too-brief 
friendship. 

Ragtime Tumpie by Alan Schroeder. Paintings by Bernie Fuchs. 
Joy Street, 1989. $6.95 pbk. Tumpie wins a dance contest in this story 
from the childhood of Josephine Baker. 

Song of the Trees by Mildred D. Taylor. Pictures by Jerry 
Pinkney. Dial, 1975. $16.99. Cassie’s father is the only one strong 
enough to defy the white man’s order to destroy their trees.  
Set in Depression-era Mississippi.
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The Stories Julian Tells by Ann Cameron. Illustrated by Ann 
Strugnell. Yearling, 1989. $4.99 pbk. Five humorous stories about 
mischievous Julian, his little brother Huey, and his warm and 
loving family. 

Strong to the Hoop by John Coy. Illustrations by Leslie  
Jean-Bart. Lee & Low, 1999. $16.95. Ten-year-old James shows that 
he can play basketball on the city court as well as the older boys. 
Illustrated with photographic collages.

Tree of Hope by Amy Littlesugar. Illustrated by Floyd Cooper. 
Philomel, 1999. $16.99. Florrie’s wish for work for her actor  
father in Depression-era Harlem comes true when Orson Welles 
restages Macbeth with an all-black cast. 

Under the Quilt of Night by Deborah Hopkinson. Illustrated 
by James E. Ransome. Atheneum, 2001. $16.00. A family fleeing 
slavery follows the signs on a quilt to find freedom in Canada.

The Village That Vanished by Ann Grifalconi. Illustrated by Kadir 
Nelson. Dial, 2002. $16.99. The faith of a small girl and the courage 
of an old woman save an African community from slavery.

Virgie Goes to School with Us Boys by Elizabeth Fitzgerald 
Howard. Illustrated by E. B. Lewis. Simon & Schuster, 2000. $16.00. 
In the post–Civil War South, a young girl is determined to prove 
that she can go to school just like her older brothers. Coretta 
Scott King Illustrator Honor.

Wagon Wheels by Barbara Brenner. Illustrated by Don Bolognese. 
HarperCollins, 1984. $3.99 pbk. An easy-to-read, historical view of the 
black pioneers who settled in the Kansas territory.

Wings by Christopher A. Myers. Scholastic, 2000. $16.00. The  
courage of a girl in his school allows Ikarus Jackson, a boy with 
wings, to soar.

17

Stories  
For Children Ages 8–12

Ajeemah and His Son by James Berry. HarperTrophy, 1994. $4.99 
pbk. When Ajeemah and his son, Atu, are taken into slavery, each 
is transformed. A powerful novel set in early 19th-century Jamaica.

Behind the Mountains by Edwidge Danticat. Orchard, 2002. 
$16.95. Celiane escapes violent civil unrest in rural Haiti and keeps 
a diary of her experiences and new life in Brooklyn.

Bluish by Virginia Hamilton. Scholastic, 1999. $16.95. Three girls, 
classmates in New York City, forge a special friendship that  
overcomes family problems and illness.

Bud, Not Buddy by Christopher Paul Curtis. Delacorte, 1999. 
$15.95. In Depression-era Michigan, a 10-year-old boy is certain 
that a great jazz bandleader is his father. Coretta Scott King 
Author Award, Newbery Award.
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Color Me Dark:  The Diary of Nellie Lee Love, The Great 
Migration North by Pat McKissack. Scholastic (Dear America), 
2000. $10.95. Eleven-year-old Nellie Lee Love records the events of 
1919, when her family moves from Tennessee to Chicago, hoping 
to leave the racism and hatred of the South behind.  

Cousins by Virginia Hamilton. Philomel, 1990. $17.99. Rebellious 
Cammy resents her perfect cousin, Patty Ann, until a tragedy 
puts things into perspective. Also: Second Cousins.

Dangerous Skies by Suzanne Fisher Staples. Farrar, 1996. 
$17.00. Racial issues destroy a friendship in this challenging  
story of murder and abuse set on Virginia’s Eastern Shore. 

The Ear, the Eye, and the Arm by Nancy Farmer. Orchard, 
1994. $9.95. In 2194 Zimbabwe, detectives with extraordinary 
powers pursue three kidnapped children. A fast-paced adventure 
through past and future Africa. Newbery Honor.

Encore, Grace by Mary Hoffman. Pictures by June Allan. Dial, 
2003. $14.99. Grace and her group of friends, the Famous Five, face  
a variety of changes, including a new girl in class, taking part in the 
Christmas play, losing a dear friend, and challenging the grown-ups 
in their lives. Also: Boundless Grace and Starring Grace.

For the Life of Laetitia by Merle Hodge. Ariel, 1994. $6.95 pbk. 
Lacey leaves the comfort and familiarity of her Caribbean village 
to attend school where she faces pressure from her demanding 
father and prejudiced teachers.

Forty Acres and Maybe a Mule by Harriette Gillem Robinet. 
Atheneum, 1998. $16.95. Born with a withered leg and hand, Pascal, 
who is about 12 years old, joins other former slaves in a search 
for a farm and the freedom it promises. Scott O’Dell Award for 
Historical Fiction.

Francie by Karen English. Farrar, 1999. $17.00. A young girl in 
Alabama longs to join her father in Chicago, attend an integrat-
ed school, and leave behind the horrors of racism. Coretta Scott 
King Author Honor.

The Friendship by Mildred D. Taylor. Pictures by Max Ginsburg. 
Dial, 1987. $16.99. On a hot afternoon in Depression-era 
Mississippi, Mr. Tom Bee refuses to back down when challenged 
by a storekeeper. A powerful vignette about racism. Coretta 
Scott King Author Award.

A Girl Named Disaster by Nancy Farmer. Orchard, 1996. $19.95. 
While journeying to Zimbabwe, 11-year-old Nhamo struggles  
to escape drowning and starvation and in so doing comes close  
to the luminous world of the African spirits.

Heaven by Angela Johnson. Simon & Schuster, 1998. $16.95. 
Fourteen-year-old Marley’s seemingly perfect life in the small 
town of Heaven is disrupted when she discovers that her father and 
mother are not her real parents. Coretta Scott King Author Award.

The House of Dies Drear by Virginia Hamilton. Simon & 
Schuster, 1968. $17.00. A suspenseful story about a black professor’s 
family living in a strange old mansion, once a station on the 
Underground Railroad. Also:  The Mystery of Drear House.

Hush by Jacqueline Woodson. Putnam, 2002. $15.99. Twelve-year-
old Toswiah/Evie struggles to understand who she is when her 
family is forced into the Witness Protection Program.

I Hadn’t Meant to Tell You This by Jacqueline Woodson. 
Delacorte, 1994. $15.95. Marie, who lives in the prosperous black 
neighborhood of an Ohio town, befriends a girl from the poor 
white section and learns her terrifying family secret. A haunting 
story for older readers.

I, Juan de Pareja by Elizabeth Borton de Treviño. Farrar, 1965. 
$16.00. A historical novel based on the life of the African slave 
who served the great Spanish artist Velázquez, and who became 
an artist in his own right. Newbery Award.

I Thought My Soul Would Rise and Fly:  The Diary of Patsy,  
a Freed Girl by Joyce Hansen. Scholastic (Dear America), 1997. 
$10.95. In the difficult years after the Civil War, 12-year-old Patsy 
discovers her gift for teaching. 
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The Journal of Biddy Owens, The Negro Leagues by Walter 
Dean Myers. Scholastic (My Name Is America), 2001. $10.95. In 1948, 
teenager Biddy Owens records his season with the Birmingham 
Black Barons as they battle for a pennant and face segregation.

Journey to Jo’Burg:  A South African Story by Beverley Naidoo. 
Illustrated by Eric Velasquez. HarperTrophy, 1985. $4.95 pbk. The  
illness of their baby sister prompts two children to travel to 
Johannesburg to bring their mother home. Also: Chain of Fire.

Journey to the Bottomless Pit:  The Story of Stephen Bishop 
& Mammoth Cave by Elizabeth Mitchell. Viking, 2004. $15.99.  
A slave becomes a renowned explorer and guide to the famous 
Kentucky attraction. Based on a true-life story. 

Jump Ship to Freedom by James Lincoln Collier and Christopher 
Collier. Dell, 1981. $5.99 pbk. An escaped slave from Connecticut de-
livers a message to the members of the Constitutional Convention. 
A revealing story about slavery in the early days of the Republic. 
Also: War Comes to Willie Freeman and Who Is Carrie? 

Junebug by Alice Mead. Farrar, 1995. $16.00. An inquisitive young 
boy who lives with his mother and younger sister in a rough 
housing project in New Haven, Connecticut, approaches his 
tenth birthday with a mixture of anticipation and worry. Also: 
Junebug and the Reverend. 

The Land by Mildred D. Taylor. Phyllis Fogelman Books, 2001. 
$17.99. After the Civil War, Paul, the son of a white father and a 
black mother, finds himself caught between their two worlds as 
he pursues his dream of owning his own land. A prequel to Roll 
of Thunder, Hear My Cry. Coretta Scott King Author Award.

Last Summer with Maizon by Jacqueline Woodson. Dell, 1990. 
$4.99 pbk. Despite the changes and hardships in their lives, it’s 
“Margaret and Maizon! friends forever!” in this story set in  
present-day Brooklyn. Also: Maizon at Blue Hill. 

The Legend of Buddy Bush 
by Shelia P. Moses. McElderry, 
2004. $15.95. Pattie Mae recounts 
the time when her beloved uncle  
visits from Harlem and is falsely  
accused of a crime against a white 
woman. A story of family courage 
and loyalty set in 1947 North 
Carolina. Coretta Scott King 
Author Honor.

Letters from a Slave Girl:  The Story of Harriet Jacobs by 
Mary E. Lyons. Aladdin, 1992. $5.99 pbk. A young woman records 
her painful life in hiding on a southern plantation. This searing  
story is based on an 1861 autobiography.

Lizzie Bright and the Buckminster Boy by Gary D. Schmidt. 
Clarion, 2004. $15.00. The white son of a minister and the black 
granddaughter of a preacher form a dangerous friendship in  
early 20th-century Maine. Newbery Honor.

Locomotion by Jacqueline Woodson. Putnam, 2003. $15.99. 
When his teacher introduces him to poetry, 11-year-old Lonnie 
Collins Motion finds a new way to talk about his friends, his 
family, and even his crabby foster mother. Coretta Scott King 
Author Honor.

Long Journey Home: Stories from Black History by Julius 
Lester. Puffin, 1972. $4.99 pbk. Six stories, superbly written, about 
slaves and ex-slaves.

Looking for Red by Angela Johnson. Simon & Schuster, 2002. 
$15.95. A young teen grieves after the death of her beloved  
brother off the coast of Cape Cod.

M.C. Higgins the Great by Virginia Hamilton. Simon & 
Schuster, 1999. $18.00. Living in the mountains near the Ohio 
River, a black community forms the web for an unusual setting 
and story of a boy’s growth to maturity and understanding.  
A 25th anniversary edition of the Newbery Award winner.  
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Mansa Musa:  The Lion of Mali by Khephra Burns. Illustrated 
by Leo and Diane Dillon. Harcourt, 2001. $18.00. An imaginative 
tale of the boyhood of a great 14th-century king.

Message in the Sky by Sharon Dennis Wyeth. Scholastic (My 
America), 2003. $4.99 pbk. Ten-year-old Corey Birdsong, a former 
slave, becomes a conductor on the Underground Railroad by 
helping to bring a mother and daughter, runaway slaves, to  
his family’s Ontario farm in 1859. Also: Flying Free: Corey’s 
Underground Railroad Diary and Freedom’s Wings.  

Miracle’s Boys by Jacqueline Woodson. Putnam, 2000. $15.99. 
Twelve-year-old Lafayette’s close relationship with his older 
brother Charlie changes after Charlie is released from a deten-
tion home and blames Lafayette for the death of their mother. 
Coretta Scott King Author Award.

Mister and Me by Kimberly Willis Holt. Putnam, 1998. $13.99. 
Grandpa, Momma, and Jolene are a perfect family and Jolene 
isn’t sure she can make room for Mister Leroy Redfield. Set in a 
small Louisiana mill town in 1940.

Mouse Rap by Walter Dean Myers. HarperTrophy, 1990. $5.99 pbk. 
Fourteen-year-old Mouse and his friends enjoy a busy summer 
in Harlem dancing, playing basketball, falling in and out of love, 
and searching for a hidden treasure.

My Name Is Not Angelica by Scott O’Dell. Houghton, 1989. 
$18.00. Raisha, a 16-year-old slave from Senegal, eagerly joins  
in the great slave revolt in St. John, West Indies, in 1733. 

Nightjohn by Gary Paulsen. Delacorte, 1993. $15.95. Despite brutal 
punishment, Nightjohn returns to the slave quarters to teach 
Sarny how to read. Also: Sarny.

Once on This River by Sharon Dennis Wyeth. Knopf, 1998. $4.99 
pbk. In 1760, Monday travels with her mother from Madagascar 
to New York to save her uncle from slavery.

145th Street by Walter Dean Myers. Delacorte, 2000. $15.95.  
Ten short stories portray life on a block in Harlem.

The Other Side of Truth by Beverley Naidoo. HarperCollins, 2001. 
$16.99. Smuggled out of Nigeria after their mother’s murder, 12-year-
old Sade and her younger brother must survive in London on their 
own, hoping to be reunited with their journalist father back home.

Our Secret, Siri Aang by Cristina Kessler. Philomel, 2004. $16.99.  
As her initiation into Maasai womanhood approaches, Namelok 
discovers and vows to protect a mother black rhino and her baby.

Out of Bounds by Beverley Naidoo. HarperCollins, 2003. $16.99. 
In seven stories of conflict and hope set during the time of 
South Africa’s apartheid laws, young people face racism.

A Picture of Freedom:  The Diary of Clotee, a Slave Girl by 
Patricia C. McKissack. Scholastic (Dear America), 1997. $10.95. In 
1859, 12-year-old Clotee, a house slave who must conceal the fact 
that she can read and write, records her experiences and her 
struggle to decide whether to escape to freedom. 

The Poison Place by Mary E. Lyons. Atheneum, 1998. $16.00.  
A former slave and noted artist recalls his life in the household of 
Charles Willson Peale, a famous 18th-century painter and scientist. 

Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry by Mildred D. Taylor. Dial, 1976. 
$15.99. Cassie Logan learns dignity and pride from her father and 
family in Depression-era Mississippi in a story filled with power-
ful and memorable characters. Newbery Award. Also: Let the 
Circle Be Unbroken, Coretta Scott King Author Award, and 
The Road to Memphis, Coretta Scott King Author Award.

Run Away Home by Patricia C. McKissack. Scholastic, 1998. $4.50 
pbk. Twelve-year-old Sarah and her family protect a runaway 
Apache boy who becomes a valuable ally in helping to fight a 
white supremacist group. Set in 1888 Alabama. 

Scorpions by Walter Dean Myers. HarperTrophy, 1988. $5.99 pbk.  
A young boy’s reluctant involvement with gangs leads to  
tragedy. A hard-hitting story about urban life. Newbery Honor.

Shimmershine Queens by Camille Yarbrough. Paper Star, 1989. 
$4.99 pbk. When a new teacher shows Angie the beauties of African 
dance and drama, she gains new-found pride and self-confidence.
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The Slave Dancer by Paula Fox. Simon & Schuster, 1973. $17.95.  
A stark and compelling view of slavery as seen through the eyes 
of a young white boy who is kidnapped on a slaver ship and 
forced to make music for its human cargo. Newbery Award.

Songs of Faith by Angela Johnson. Orchard, 1998. $15.95. After 
her parents divorce and dad moves away, Doreen’s beloved 
brother Robert stops talking. A story of children facing the  
aftermath of the Vietnam War.

Sounder by William Armstrong. Illustrated by James Barkley. 
HarperCollins, 1969. $16.99. A gripping story of an old man’s remem-
brance of his sharecropper father, exiled to a chain gang, and the 
hunting dog, Sounder, who helps search for him. Newbery Award.

Steal Away by Jennifer Armstrong. Scholastic, 1992. $4.50 pbk. 
Layers of loyalty and prejudice are explored as two women, one 
white and one black, record their long-ago escape from a 
Virginia plantation to freedom in the North.

The Storyteller’s Beads by Jane Kurtz. Harcourt, 1998. $15.00. 
During the political strife and famine of the 1980s, two Ethiopian 
girls, one Christian and the other Jewish and blind, struggle to 
overcome many difficulties, including their prejudices about each 
other, as they make the dangerous journey to Israel.

A Thief in the Village and Other Stories by James Berry. 
Viking, 1988. $5.99 pbk. The vitality of country life is warmly  
portrayed in nine stories set in contemporary Jamaica.

Toning the Sweep by Angela Johnson. Scholastic, 1993. $5.95 pbk. 
On a trip to the desert to bring her dying grandmother home, 
Emily learns about the family’s tragic past in Alabama and gains 
an appreciation of and pride in her mother and grandmother. 
Coretta Scott King Author Award. 

Trouble Don’t Last by Shelley Pearsall. Knopf, 2002. $14.95. Samuel, 
an 11-year-old Kentucky slave, and Harrison, the elderly slave who 
helped raise him, attempt to escape to Canada via the Underground 
Railroad. Scott O’Dell Award for Historical Fiction.

The Watsons Go to Birmingham – 1963 by Christopher Paul 
Curtis. Delacorte, 1995. $16.95. A visit to grandma for ten-year-old 
Kenny and his “weird” family is filled with humor but marked 
by the tragedy of a church bombing. Newbery Honor, Coretta 
Scott King Author Honor.

The Well: David’s Story by Mildred D. Taylor. Dial, 1995. $15.99. 
In Mississippi in the early 1900s, ten-year-old David Logan’s 
family generously shares well water with both white and black 
neighbors in an atmosphere of potential racial violence.

Which Way Freedom? by Joyce Hansen. Avon, 1986. $4.99 pbk. 
During the Civil War, young Obi escapes from slavery on  
a poor subsistence farm only to be taken captive by the Union 
Army. Also: Out from This Place.

With Every Drop of Blood by James Lincoln Collier and 
Christopher Collier. Laurel Leaf, 1994. $6.50 pbk. A confederate  
boy captured by a runaway slave in the Union Army reluctantly 
teaches him to read the words of the Emancipation Proclamation, 
leading to a growing friendship between them.

Words by Heart by Ouida Sebestyen. Dell, 1979. $5.99 pbk. When 
Len’s family moves out west at the turn of the century to escape 
the narrowness of life in the South, they have to face and fight 
Jim Crowism in their new home. 

Yolonda’s Genius by Carol Fenner. McElderry, 1995. $17.95.  
A feisty 11-year-old girl is determined that her little brother’s  
musical genius be recognized by the world. Newbery Honor.

Zeely by Virginia Hamilton. Illustrated by Symeon Shimin. 
Simon & Schuster, 1967. $17.95. A young farm woman, who looks 
like a Watusi princess, helps a girl understand her heritage.
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Folklore
Abiyoyo: Based on a South African Lullaby and Folk Story 
by Pete Seeger. Illustrations by Michael Hays. Simon & Schuster, 
1986. $16.00. A mischievous father and son save their town from a 
terrible giant.

Ananse and the Lizard:  A West African Tale by Pat Cummings. 
Holt, 2002. $16.95. Ananse is a little too full of self-importance  
to realize that he is losing the chance to marry the beautiful  
daughter of a chief.

Ananse’s Feast:  An Ashanti Tale by Tololwa M. Mollel. 
Illustrated by Andrew Glass. Clarion, 1997. $14.95. Unwilling to 
share his feast, Ananse the spider tricks Akye the turtle so that  
he can eat all the food himself, but Akye finds a way to get even.

Anansi and the Talking Melon by Eric A. Kimmel. Illustrated 
by Janet Stevens. Holiday, 1994. $16.95. Mischievous Anansi  
convinces all the animals that melons can talk. 

Anansi the Spider:  A Tale from the Ashanti by Gerald 
McDermott. Holt, 1972. $15.95. Graphic design and bold colors 
evoke Ashanti art in this retelling based on an award-winning 
film. Caldecott Honor. 

Beat the Story Drum, Pum-Pum by Ashley Bryan. Aladdin, 
1980. $8.95 pbk. A storyteller’s rendition of humorous tales from 
African folklore with colorful language ideal for telling and  
reading aloud. Coretta Scott King Illustrator Award. 
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Beautiful Blackbird by Ashley Bryan. Atheneum, 2003. $16.95.  
In a story of the Ila people, the colorful birds of Africa ask 
Blackbird, whom they think is the most beautiful of birds, to 
decorate them with some of his “blackening brew.” Coretta  
Scott King Illustrator Award.

Brer Tiger and the Big Wind by William J. Faulkner. Illustrated 
by Roberta Wilson. Morrow, 1995. $15.00. Clever Brer Rabbit finds 
a way to teach greedy Brer Tiger a lesson. 

Bruh Rabbit and the Tar Baby Girl by Virginia Hamilton. 
Illustrated by James Ransome. Blue Sky, 2003. $16.95. Bruh Wolf 
makes another hopeless try at catching the pesky hero. 

Cendrillon:  A Caribbean Cinderella by Robert D. San Souci. 
Illustrated by Brian Pinkney. Simon & Schuster, 1998. $15.95. A 
French Creole version of the beloved story, with a washer- 
woman as the fairy godmother and a down-to-earth heroine 
who doesn’t want to depend on magic. 

The Dancing Palm Tree and Other Nigerian Folktales by 
Barbara K. Walker. Woodcuts by Helen Siegl. Texas Tech. Univ. 
Press, 1990. $19.95. An outstanding collection of 11 tales.

The Dark-Thirty: Southern Tales of the Supernatural by 
Patricia McKissack. Illustrated by Brian Pinkney. Knopf, 1992. 
$5.50 pbk. Ten chilling tales from folklore and history for reading 
in the eerie half-hour when dusk turns to night. Coretta Scott 
King Author Award. 

The Faithful Friend by Robert D. San Souci. Illustrated by Brian 
Pinkney. Aladdin, 1995. $6.99 pbk. Hippolyte protects his best friend 
and his bride from the curses of zombies in this handsome picture 
book set in 18th-century Martinique. Caldecott Honor.

Fire on the Mountain by Jane Kurtz. Illustrated by E. B. Lewis. 
Aladdin, 1994. $6.99 pbk. A clever Ethiopian shepherd boy uses his wits 
to gain a fortune for himself and his sister from a haughty rich man.

Fly, Eagle, Fly! An African Tale by Christopher Gregorowski. 
Pictures by Niki Daly. McElderry, 2000. $16.95. A farmer finds an 
eagle and raises it to behave like a chicken, until a friend helps 
the eagle find its rightful place in the sky.
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The Girl Who Spun Gold by Virginia Hamilton. Illustrated  
by Leo and Diane Dillon. Blue Sky, 2000. $16.95. In this West 
Indian version of the Rumpelstiltskin story, Lit’mahn spins 
thread into gold cloth for the king’s new bride.

The Hatseller and the Monkeys by Baba Wagué Diakité. 
Scholastic, 1999. $15.95. A tale remembered from the author’s child-
hood in Mali in which a hatseller falls asleep under a tree filled 
with monkeys who are attracted to his colorful hats. Illustrated 
with ceramic tile paintings. 

Her Stories:  African American Folktales, Fairy Tales, and True 
Tales by Virginia Hamilton. Illustrated by Leo and Diane Dillon. 
Scholastic, 1995. $22.95. From fairy tales to tall tales and legends, to real 
life stories, this beautiful and engrossing book celebrates African 
American women. Coretta Scott King Author Award.

John Henry by Julius Lester. Pictures by Jerry Pinkney. Dial, 
1994. $18.99. A dramatic and moving version of the legend of the 
man with a hammer as drawn from the author’s folksinging 
days. Caldecott Honor. 

The Lion’s Whiskers and Other Ethiopian Tales by Brent 
Ashabranner and Russell Davis. Illustrations by Helen Siegl. Linnet, 
1997. $19.95. A collection of folktales from the nine tribes of Ethiopia, 
along with two stories from Ethiopia’s religious traditions. 

The Magic Gourd by Baba Wagué Diakité. Scholastic, 2003. $16.95. 
Brother Rabbit and Chameleon teach a greedy king the impor-
tance of generosity and friendship in a tale from Mali.

Mufaro’s Beautiful Daughters by John Steptoe. Lothrop, 1987. 
$16.99. A kind sister and a selfish sister vie for the love of a king  
in this handsome book inspired by a folktale from Zimbabwe. 
Caldecott Honor, Coretta Scott King Illustrator Award.

The People Could Fly:  American Black Folktales by Virginia 
Hamilton. Illustrated by Leo and Diane Dillon. Knopf, 1985. 
$18.99. Tales of animals, fantasy, the supernatural, and journeys  
to freedom – all retold in a lively style for reading aloud. Coretta 
Scott King Author Award.

The People Could Fly:  The Picture Book by Virginia 
Hamilton. Illustrated by Leo and Diane Dillon. Knopf, 2004. 
$16.95. Slaves brought to America fly away to freedom in a  
timeless tale of hope that soars even higher with powerful  
new pictures. Coretta Scott King Illustrator Award.

A Pride of African Tales by Donna L. Washington. Illustrated 
by James Ransome. HarperCollins, 2004. $16.99. Stories from 
Ghana, the Congo, Cameroon, and Nigeria tell of tricksters and 
lessons to be learned.

A Ring of Tricksters:  Animal Tales from America, the West 
Indies, and Africa by Virginia Hamilton. Illustrated by Barry 
Moser. Scholastic, 1997. $22.95. Tales of Rabbit, Anansi, Turtle,  
Fox, and other unforgettable characters, told in language that 
conveys the various cultures. The amusing paintings capture the 
determination of the small but triumphant heroes. 

Sense Pass King:  A Story from Cameroon by Katrin Tchana. 
Illustrated by Trina Schart Hyman. Holiday, 2002. $16.95. Despite  
a jealous king’s repeated attempts to get rid of her, Ma’antah 
continually manages to outwit him and proves herself worthy  
of the name Sense Pass King.

The Spider Weaver:  A Legend of Kente Cloth by Margaret 
Musgrove. Illustrated by Julia Cairns. Blue Sky, 2001. $16.95. In  
this retelling of a tale from Ghana, a wondrous spider shows  
two Ashanti weavers how to make intricate, colorful patterns.

A Story, a Story:  An African Tale by Gail E. Haley. Atheneum, 
1970. $17.00. Anansi pays the sky god’s price and brings stories to 
the world. A handsome picture book illustrated with brilliant 
woodcuts. Caldecott Award.

Subira Subira by Tololwa M. Mollel. Illustrated by Linda 
Saport. Clarion, 2000. $15.00. Set in contemporary Tanzania, this 
variation on a traditional tale describes how a young girl learns  
a lesson in patience when a spirit woman sends her to get three 
whiskers from a lion.

Sukey and the Mermaid by Robert D. San Souci. Illustrated  
by Brian Pinkney. Aladdin, 1992. $6.99 pbk. Mama Jo comes from 
the sea to help a mistreated girl in this powerfully illustrated  
picture book set in rural South Carolina.
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The Talking Eggs:  A Folktale from the American South by 
Robert D. San Souci. Pictures by Jerry Pinkney. Dial, 1989. $16.99. 
Kind Blanche and her sharp-tongued older sister receive very  
different gifts from a witch in this evocatively illustrated Creole 
tale. Caldecott Honor. 

Uncle Remus:  The Complete Tales by Julius Lester. Phyllis 
Fogelman Books, 1999. $35.00. A handsome new edition 
containing:  The Tales of Uncle Remus, More Tales of Uncle 
Remus, Further Tales of Uncle Remus, and The Last Tales  
of Uncle Remus. 

The Village of Round and Square Houses by Ann Grifalconi. 
Little, Brown, 1986. $16.95. A little girl of the Cameroons learns 
from her grandmother why the women live in round houses  
and the men live in square ones. Caldecott Honor. 

What a Truly Cool World by Julius Lester. Illustrated by Joe 
Cepeda. Scholastic, 1999. $15.95. Shaniqua, “the angel in charge of 
everybody’s business,” encourages God to liven up his creation. 
Bold paintings depict a contemporary Heaven.

When Birds Could Talk & Bats Could Sing:  The Adventures 
of Bruh Sparrow, Sis Wren, and Their Friends by Virginia 
Hamilton. Illustrated by Barry Moser. Scholastic, 1996. $19.95. 
Stories of buzzards, jays, and bats, based on tales written down 
after the Civil War, are retold in a tender and humorous style. 

Why Mosquitoes Buzz in People’s Ears:  A West African  
Tale by Verna Aardema. Pictures by Leo and Diane Dillon. Dial, 
1974. $16.99. The trouble began when mosquito told lies so big that 
iguana put sticks in his ears to stop the sound. Caldecott Award.

Why the Sky Is Far Away:  A Nigerian Folktale by Mary-Joan 
Gerson. Pictures by Carla Golembe. Little, Brown, 1992. $5.95 pbk. 
When a greedy woman disrespects the sky, she brings hardship 
to earth in this tale illustrated with boldly painted collage.

Zomo the Rabbit:  A Trickster Tale from West Africa by 
Gerald McDermott. Voyager, 1992. $7.00 pbk. A small but  
resourceful hero outwits Big Fish, Wild Cow, and Leopard  
to win wisdom from the Sky God in this humorous tale.

Poetry, Music, and Art
Aida by Leontyne Price. Illustrated by Leo and Diane Dillon. 
Harcourt, 1990. $20.00. A beloved diva retells Verdi’s operatic tale 
of passion and betrayal. Exquisite paintings frame and enhance 
the text. Coretta Scott King Illustrator Award. 

All Night, All Day:  A Child’s First Book of African-American 
Spirituals selected and illustrated by Ashley Bryan. Musical  
arrangements by David Manning Thomas. Atheneum, 1991. $17.95. 
An inspirational collection illustrated with brilliantly colored 
motifs drawn from African art.

Aneesa Lee and the Weaver’s Gift by Nikki Grimes. Illustrated 
by Ashley Bryan. Lothrop, 1999. $16.99. A young girl shares her life 
and her love of weaving in 13 poems.

Black Cat by Christopher Myers. Scholastic, 1999. $16.95. 
Stunningly designed collages portray the travels of a cat through 
housing project, subway, basketball court, and fire escape. 
Coretta Scott King Illustrator Honor.

Blues Journey by Walter Dean Myers. Illustrated by Christopher 
Myers. Holiday, 2003. $18.95. The rhythms of blues are evoked in 
words and dramatic paintings.
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The Blues Singers:  Ten Who Rocked the World by Julius 
Lester. Illustrated by Lisa Cohen. Jump at the Sun/Hyperion, 2001. 
$15.99. Brief, personal remembrances of great performers are  
illustrated with bold portraits.

Brown Angels:  An Album of Pictures and Verse by Walter 
Dean Myers. HarperCollins, 1993. $18.99. A fascinating album  
of vintage photographs of children that have been collected  
by Myers, with a poem inspired by each selection. Also: 
Glorious Angels:  A Celebration of Children.

Brown Honey in Broomwheat Tea by Joyce Carol Thomas. 
Illustrated by Floyd Cooper. HarperCollins, 1993. $16.95. Sensitive 
poems and warm paintings evoke the dreams, joys, and  
bittersweet memories of a young girl. 

Children of Promise:  African-American Literature and Art 
for Young People edited by Charles Sullivan. Abrams, 1991. 
$24.95. A beautiful omnibus of art and literary excerpts.

Daydreamers by Tom Feelings and Eloise Greenfield. Viking, 
1981. $6.99 pbk. Feelings’ compassionate portraits of black children  
expand the impact of the hauntingly intuitive poems. 

DeShawn Days by Tony Medina. Illustrated by R. Gregory 
Christie. Lee & Low, 2001. $16.95. A ten-year-old boy describes his 
family and his life in the projects.

The Dream Keeper and Other Poems by Langston Hughes. 
Illustrated by Brian Pinkney. Knopf, 1994. $14.99. A handsome  
edition of the classic collection with seven added titles. 

Ellington Was Not a Street by Ntozake Shange. Illustrations  
by Kadir Nelson. Simon & Schuster, 2004. $15.95. Powerful paintings 
evoke the dreams of great African American men – all visitors to  
a young poet’s house. Coretta Scott King Illustrator Award.

The Great Migration:  An American Story. Paintings by Jacob 
Lawrence with a poem in appreciation by Walter Dean Myers. 
HarperTrophy, 1993. $8.99 pbk. A powerful series of 60 paintings 
done in 1940–41 depicts the historic movement of African 
Americans to the industrial North after World War I.

Harriet & the Promised Land by Jacob Lawrence. Simon & 
Schuster, 1993. $18.95. A deeply felt telling of Harriet Tubman’s  
epic flights to freedom with strong and symbolic full-color art.

Honey, I Love and Other Love Poems by Eloise Greenfield. 
Pictures by Diane and Leo Dillon. HarperCollins, 1978. $15.99. 
Sixteen love poems, childlike in quality, convey a rich  
appreciation for everyday life.

How Sweet the Sound:  African-American Songs for Children 
selected by Wade and Cheryl Hudson. Illustrated by Floyd 
Cooper. Scholastic, 1995. $15.95. Lyrics and background notes  
for 23 contemporary and traditional African American songs. 

I Am the Darker Brother:  An Anthology of Modern Poems  
by African Americans edited by Arnold Adoff. Aladdin, 1997. $5.95 
pbk. A classic collection of contemporary poets, attractively illustrated.

i see the rhythm by Toyomi Igus. Paintings by Michele Wood. 
Children’s Book Press, 1998. $15.95. A poetical evocation of the his-
tory and moods of African American music. Coretta Scott King 
Illustrator Award. 
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I, Too, Sing America:  Three Centuries of African-American 
Poetry selected and annotated by Catherine Clinton. Illustrated 
by Stephen Alcorn. Houghton, 1998. $21.00. A powerful anthology 
with brief biographical information on the poets, and expressive 
woodcut art. 

In Daddy’s Arms I Am Tall:  African Americans Celebrating 
Fathers. Illustrated by Javaka Steptoe. Lee & Low, 1997. $7.95 pbk. 
Strong and imaginative collage art conveys the depth and range 
of father-child relationships as expressed in ten poems. Coretta 
Scott King Illustrator Award.

Lift Every Voice and Sing by James Weldon Johnson. 
Illustrations by Elizabeth Catlett. Walker, 1993. $15.95. The  
song that has been adopted as the national anthem of African 
Americans is accompanied by powerful linocut illustrations  
originally drawn in the 1940s.

Lift Every Voice and Sing:  A Pictorial Tribute to the Negro 
National Anthem by James Weldon Johnson. Jump at the Sun/
Hyperion, 2000. $15.99. Black-and-white archival photographs  
celebrate the song. 

Love to Langston by Tony Medina. Illustrated by R. Gregory 
Christie. Lee & Low, 2002. $16.95. Lyrical verse celebrates the life  
of Langston Hughes in honor of his 100th birthday.

Meet Danitra Brown by Nikki Grimes. Illustrated by Floyd 
Cooper. Mulberry, 1994. $6.99 pbk. In 13 poems, a young girl shares 
the joys of her wonderful friendship with “the greatest, most 
splendiferous girl in town,” Danitra Brown.

My Black Me:  A Beginning Book of Black Poetry edited by 
Arnold Adoff. Dutton, 1994. $14.99. A 20th anniversary edition  
of a collection of “black poems for all sisters and brothers.”

The Night on Neighborhood Street by Eloise Greenfield. 
Pictures by Jan Spivey Gilchrist. Puffin, 1991. $6.99 pbk. Simple, 
evocative poems combine with softly glowing paintings to  
depict home, family, and neighborhood. 

No More! Stories and Songs of Slave Resistance by Doreen 
Rappaport. Illustrated by Shane Evans. Candlewick, 2002. $17.99. 
Dramatic paintings and narrative convey the harsh world of  
captivity and rebellion.

Not a Copper Penny in Me House: Poems from the 
Caribbean by Monica Gunning. Paintings by Frané Lessac. 
Boyds Mill, 1993. $10.95 pbk. A little girl tells about the people and 
places of her life in Jamaica.

The Other Side: Shorter Poems by Angela Johnson. Orchard, 
1998. $6.95 pbk. The author remembers her childhood in Shorter, 
Alabama. 

Pass It On:  African-American Poetry for Children selected 
by Wade Hudson. Illustrated by Floyd Cooper. Scholastic, 1993. 
$15.95. An inspiring and attractive collection of poetry from 
Countee Cullen, Paul Laurence Dunbar, Lucille Clifton, and  
others.

Perfect Harmony:  A Musical Journey with the Boys Choir  
of Harlem by Charles R. Smith, Jr. Jump at the Sun/Hyperion, 
2002. $15.99. Color photographs and verse capture rehearsals and 
performance.
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History
The Amistad Slave Revolt and American Abolition by Karen 
Zeinert. Shoe String, 1997. $12.95 pbk. The dramatic 1839 insurrec-
tion and trial are brought to life in this carefully researched and 
well-illustrated history.

Ashanti to Zulu:  African Traditions by Margaret Musgrove. 
Illustrated by Leo and Diane Dillon. Dial, 1976. $19.99. Twenty-six 
African peoples are introduced through striking paintings and a 
brief text that give glimpses of their cultures. Caldecott Award. 

Black Diamond by Patricia C. McKissack and Fredrick McKissack. 
Scholastic, 1994. $5.95 pbk. “The Story of the Negro Baseball 
Leagues” from the 1800s to the 1940s.

Black Hands, White Sails:  The Story of African-American 
Whalers by Patricia C. McKissack and Fredrick L. McKissack. 
Scholastic, 1999. $17.95. A fascinating history of the whaling  
industry and the role of both slaves and free blacks on the ships 
and in New England. Coretta Scott King Author Honor.

A Pocketful of Poems by Nikki Grimes. Illustrated by Javaka 
Steptoe. Clarion, 2001. $15.00. Young Tiana shares the sights and 
sounds of her Harlem neighborhood through haiku and free 
verse. Inventive collage illustrations add to the fun.

Sing to the Sun by Ashley Bryan. HarperTrophy, 1992. $7.99 pbk. 
Bright, modern paintings illustrate original poetry about nature, 
feelings, and the Black Experience. 

Slave Spirituals and the Jubilee Singers by Michael L. 
Cooper. Clarion, 2001. $16.00. A musical history, copiously  
illustrated. 

Soul Looks Back in Wonder by Tom Feelings. Dial, 1993. $16.99. 
The voices of Maya Angelou, Lucille Clifton, Langston Hughes, 
and others sing to children and young adults of dreams and  
creativity. Stunning full-color collage illustrations are the inspira-
tion for the poems. Coretta Scott King Illustrator Award.

Speak to Me (and I Will Listen Between the Lines) by Karen 
English. Pictures by Amy June Bates. Farrar, 2004. $16.00. Six 
third graders share their thoughts about family and friends and 
homework and play. 

Stepping Out with Grandma Mac by Nikki Grimes. Illustrated 
by Angelo. Orchard, 2001. $16.95. A young girl describes her 
strong-willed, hard-working grandmother and their loving  
relationship. 

Under the Sunday Tree by Eloise Greenfield. Paintings by  
Mr. Amos Ferguson. HarperTrophy, 1989. $10.99 pbk. Vibrant folk 
art complements sensitive poems which portray life in the 
Bahamas.

Words with Wings:  A Treasury of African-American Poetry 
and Art selected by Belinda Rochelle. HarperCollins, 2001. $16.95. 
Messages and lessons to treasure emerge in a collection of  
masterful works with fine art illustrations.
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The Black Soldier: 1492 to the Present by Catherine Clinton. 
Houghton, 2000. $17.00. A chronicle of valor in the face of  
discrimination.

Bound for the North Star:  True Stories of Fugitive Slaves  
by Dennis B. Fradin. Clarion, 2000. $20.00. Narratives of 12 men 
and women told in their own words. 

Bury Me Not in a Land of Slaves:  African-Americans in  
the Time of Reconstruction by Joyce Hansen. Watts, 2000. 
$23.00. First-person narratives, contemporary documents, and 
other historical sources tell about life after the Civil War.

Come All You Brave Soldiers: Blacks in the Revolutionary 
War by Clinton Cox. Scholastic, 1999. $15.95. The story of the 
thousands, both slave and free, who served as soldiers fighting 
for independence from England.

Days of Jubilee:  The End of Slavery in the United States by 
Pat McKissack. Scholastic, 2003. $18.95. Narratives, letters, diaries, 
military orders, and other documents chronicle emancipation. 
Coretta Scott King Author Honor.

A Dream of Freedom:  The Civil Rights Movement from 
1954 to 1968 by Diane McWhorter. Scholastic, 2004. $19.95. 
Unforgettable photographs and a compelling narrative bring  
to life this pivotal period in American history.

Freedom River by Doreen Rappaport. Pictures by Bryan 
Collier. Jump at the Sun/Hyperion, 2000. $14.99. John Parker, an  
ex-slave who became a successful businessman in Ripley, Ohio, 
helps other slaves escape in this dramatically illustrated picture 
book. Coretta Scott King Illustrator Honor.

Freedom’s Children:  Young Civil Rights Activists Tell Their 
Own Stories by Ellen Levine. Puffin, 1993. $7.99 pbk. An inspiring 
and thoughtful collection of personal testimonies by African 
Americans who as children and teenagers courageously  
participated in the Civil Rights Movement. 

I Have a Dream: Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Foreword by 
Coretta Scott King. Scholastic, 1997. $16.95. Fifteen recipients  
of the Coretta Scott King Illustrator Award and/or Honor  
Book citation interpret the inspirational speech. 

In Praise of Our Fathers and Our Mothers:  A Black Family 
Treasury by Outstanding Authors and Artists compiled by 
Wade Hudson and Cheryl Willis Hudson. Just Us Books, 1997. 
$29.95. Forty well-known writers and illustrators share their 
memories in prose and poetry. 

John Blair and the Great Hinckley Fire by Josephine Nobisso. 
Illustrated by Ted Rose. Houghton, 2000. $16.00. A porter saves 
many lives when his train is caught up in a horrendous firestorm 
near Hinckley, Minnesota, in 1894.

Many Thousand Gone:  African Americans from Slavery to 
Freedom by Virginia Hamilton. Illustrated by Leo and Diane 
Dillon. Knopf, 1993. $18.99. Intriguing vignettes of slavery in the United 
States told through the voices and stories of those who lived it. 

Now Is Your Time! The African-American Struggle for 
Freedom by Walter Dean Myers. HarperTrophy, 1991. $12.99 pbk. 
Letters, historical documents, and photographs convey  
pivotal moments from the time of slavery to the 1960s protest 
movement. Coretta Scott King Author Award. 

Separate, But Not Equal:  The Dream and the Struggle by 
Jim Haskins. Scholastic, 1998. $4.99 pbk. The history of education 
from Colonial times and Benjamin Banneker to the late 20th 
century and Thurgood Marshall. 

Teammates by Peter Golenbock. Illustrated by Paul Bacon. 
Harcourt, 1990. $16.00. A touching gesture by Pee Wee Reese  
is the climax of this picture book story about Jackie Robinson’s 
early days with the Brooklyn Dodgers.

This Our Dark Country:  The American Settlers of Liberia 
by Catherine Reef. Clarion, 2002. $17.00. The history of Liberia 
from its founding in 1822.

To Be a Slave by Julius Lester. Illustrated by Tom Feelings. 
Dial, 1998. $20.00. A poignant history of slavery in America told in 
the words of the slaves themselves. A 30th anniversary edition of 
the Newbery Honor winner. 

The Underground Railroad by Raymond Bial. Houghton, 1995. 
$17.00. Modern photographs of plantations, routes, and safe 
houses along with reproductions of historical documents  
provide a you-are-there account of escapes from slavery.
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Biography
African American Women 
Scientists and Inventors  
by Otha Richard Sullivan. 
Wiley, 2002. $24.95. The  
lives of 25 scientists from  
the 19th century to modern 
times.

African Princess:  The 
Amazing Lives of Africa’s 
Royal Women by Joyce 
Hansen. Illustrated by 
Laurie McGaw. Jump at the 
Sun/Hyperion, 2004. $16.99. 
The lives of six extraordinary 
women from ancient Egypt to today. 

Alvin Ailey by Andrea Davis Pinkney. Illustrated by Brian 
Pinkney. Hyperion, 1993. $5.99 pbk. A picture book biography of 
the innovative modern dancer and choreographer. 

Amos Fortune, Free Man by Elizabeth Yates. Illustrated by 
Nora S. Unwin. Dutton, 1967. $16.99. The heroic saga of an African 
prince who was sold into slavery. Newbery Award.

At Her Majesty’s Request:  An African Princess in Victorian 
England by Walter Dean Myers. Scholastic, 1999. $17.95. Letters, 
documents, and photographs provide a glimpse into the two 
worlds of a young African girl saved from murder and taken  
to England to live as a ward of Queen Victoria. 

Bad Boy:  A Memoir by Walter Dean Myers. HarperCollins, 2001. 
$15.95. The award-winning writer recounts his Harlem childhood 
in the 1940s and 1950s.

Bill Pickett: Rodeo-Ridin’ Cowboy by Andrea D. Pinkney. 
Illustrated by Brian Pinkney. Harcourt, 1996. $16.00. The life and 
accomplishments of the son of a former slave whose unusual bull-
dogging style made him a rodeo star. Told in picture book format. 

Black Heroes of the American Revolution by Burke Davis. 
Harcourt, 1976. $5.00 pbk. Facts about soldiers, spies, and entire  
regiments who served in the Revolutionary War.

Black Pioneers:  An Untold Story by William Loren Katz. 
Atheneum, 1999. $19.95. The story of the migration into the  
Ohio and Mississippi River valleys by explorers, traders,  
educators, and civil rights activists, starting in the 1700s. 

Catching the Fire: Philip Simmons, Blacksmith by Mary E. 
Lyons. Houghton, 1997. $17.00. The journey from a great-grandson 
of slaves to renowned craftsman is recounted in the artist’s  
own words.

Childtimes:  A Three-Generation Memoir by Eloise 
Greenfield and Leslie Jones Little. With material by Pattie Ridley 
Jones. Drawings by Jerry Pinkney and photographs from the au-
thor’s family albums. HarperTrophy, 1979. $9.99 pbk. A feeling of 
nostalgia and history permeates this unique chronicle of three 
women who grew up between the 1880s and the 1950s.

Coming Home: From the Life of Langston Hughes by Floyd 
Cooper. Philomel, 1994. $16.99. His lonely and poor childhood was 
enriched by the blues music he listened to in Kansas City. 
Younger readers will respond to the warm-toned paintings. 

Conjure Times: Black Magicians in America by James 
Haskins. Walker, 2001. $16.95. Historical documents uncover  
the lives and times of performers.

Dear Benjamin Banneker by Andrea Davis Pinkney. Illustrated 
by Brian Pinkney. Harcourt, 1994. $16.00. Through letters to Thomas 
Jefferson, the astronomer and mathematician eloquently pleads 
for an end to slavery. Told in picture book format.

Duke Ellington:  The Piano Prince and His Orchestra by 
Andrea Davis Pinkney. Illlustrated by Brian Pinkney. Hyperion, 
1998. $15.95. Swirling colors and musical phrases enliven this  
picture book biography of the jazz immortal. Caldecott Honor. 

Ella Fitzgerald:  The Tale of a Vocal Virtuosa by Andrea Davis 
Pinkney with Scat Cat Monroe. Illustrated by Brian Pinkney. 
Jump at the Sun/Hyperion, 2002. $16.99. The life of the beloved jazz 
singer is told in picture book format.
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Escape from Slavery:  The Boyhood of Frederick Douglass in 
His Own Words edited and illustrated by Michael McCurdy. 
Foreword by Coretta Scott King. Knopf, 1994. $6.99 pbk. Excerpts 
about his childhood, edited from the classic autobiography.

Extraordinary African-Americans: From Colonial to 
Contemporary Times by Susan Altman. Children’s Press, 2001. 
$39.00. Brief information about poets, soldiers, golfers, artists, 
and many others. Revised edition.

Extraordinary People of the Harlem Renaissance by P. 
Stephen Hardy. Children’s Press, 2000. $39.00. Forty-four biogra-
phies of leading artists, photographers, choreographers,  
musicians, composers, poets, writers, and others.

Fight On! Mary Church Terrell’s Battle for Integration  
by Dennis B. Fradin. Clarion, 2003. $17.00. The story of the  
woman who organized boycotts of Washington, D.C. lunch 
counters in 1953 after a lifetime as a Civil Rights activist.

Fly High! The Story of Bessie Coleman by Louise Borden. 
Illustrated by Teresa Flavin. McElderry, 2001. $16.00. An inviting 
picture book biography of the woman who went to France in 
order to earn her pilot’s license in 1921.

The Greatest: Muhammad Ali by Walter Dean Myers. 
Scholastic, 2001. $16.95. An in-depth exploration of the boxer  
as a social force and icon. 

Hank Aaron: Brave in Every Way by Peter Golenbock. 
Illustrated by Paul Lee. Harcourt, 2001. $16.00. A picture book  
biography of the Hall of Fame baseball player who broke Babe 
Ruth’s career home run record.

How They Got Over:  African Americans and the Call of the 
Sea by Eloise Greenfield. Illustrated by Jan Spivey Gilchrist. 
HarperCollins, 2003. $16.99. Profiles of men and women from 
slaves whose owners sent them to work on ships to today’s  
fishermen, naval officers, and marine biologists.

I Am Rosa Parks by Rosa Parks with Jim Haskins. Pictures by 
Wil Clay. Dial, 1997. $13.99. The catalyst for the Montgomery Bus 
Boycott tells her story in an “easy-to-read” format.

Ida B. Wells: Mother of the Civil Rights Movement by Dennis 
B. Fradin and Judith Bloom Fradin. Clarion, 2000. $18.00. A de-
tailed account of the life of a woman born into slavery who cru-
saded tirelessly against lynching and helped to found the NAACP.

If I Only Had a Horn:  Young Louis Armstrong by Roxane 
Orgill. Illustrated by Leonard Jenkins. Houghton, 1997. $16.00.  
The early years, in New Orleans, of the famous jazz trumpeter. 

The Kidnapped Prince:  The Life of Olaudah Equiano by 
Olaudah Equiano, adapted by Ann Cameron, with an introduc-
tion by Henry Louis Gates, Jr. Knopf, 1995. $5.50 pbk. A young 
African boy, kidnapped and carried off into slavery, begins a  
series of journeys and a struggle for freedom that would make 
him famous. Based on his 1789 autobiography. 

Langston Hughes, American Poet by Alice Walker. Paintings 
by Catherine Deeter. HarperCollins, 2002, 1974. $16.95. An  
introduction to his life, for younger readers.

Let It Shine: Stories of Black Women Freedom Fighters by 
Andrea Davis Pinkney. Illustrated by Stephen Alcorn. Harcourt, 
2000. $20.00. The stories of ten women from Sojourner Truth to 
Shirley Chisholm in a handsomely designed format. Coretta 
Scott King Author Honor.

Mahalia:  A Life in Gospel Music by Roxane Orgill. Candlewick, 
2002. $19.99. The life of Mahalia Jackson, the deeply religious 
singer who brought gospel music to the world.

Malcolm X:  A Fire Burning Brightly by Walter Dean Myers. 
Illustrated by Leonard Jenkins. HarperCollins, 2000. $16.99.  
A powerful account of his life for younger readers.

Malcolm X: By Any Means Necessary by Walter Dean Myers. 
Scholastic, 1993. $4.50 pbk. The life and times of the controversial 
and charismatic leader and his influence on the struggle for  
civil rights. 

Mandela: From the Life of the South African Statesman by 
Floyd Cooper. Philomel, 1996. $16.99. Full-page paintings highlight 
this brief glimpse at the life and career of the imprisoned leader of 
the African National Congress, from boyhood to presidency.
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Martin’s Big Words:  The Life of Martin Luther King, Jr. by 
Doreen Rappaport. Illustrated by Bryan Collier. Hyperion, 2001. 
$15.99. Stunning collage art captures the life of the Civil Rights 
leader in a brief but evocative biography for young readers. 
Caldecott Honor, Coretta Scott King Illustrator Honor.

Mary McLeod Bethune by Eloise Greenfield. Pictures by Jerry 
Pinkney. HarperTrophy, 1977. $6.95 pbk. The simply told story of  
a woman who was a strong inspiration as an educator.

Mary McLeod Bethune: Voice of Black Hope by Milton 
Meltzer. Illustrated by Stephen Marchesi. Puffin, 1987. $3.50 pbk. 
The story of the child of sharecroppers who became a force in 
black education. 

My Heroes, My People:  African Americans and Native 
Americans in the West by Morgan Monceaux and Ruth 
Katcher. Portraits by Morgan Monceaux. Farrar, 1999. $18.00. 
Paintings with marker and collage are presented along with  
interesting facts about traders, cowboys, soldiers, and chiefs. 

Only Passing Through:  The Story of Sojourner Truth by  
Anne F. Rockwell. Illustrated by R. Gregory Christie. Knopf, 
2000. $16.95. A moving and inspirational glimpse into the life  
of a woman born into slavery who dared to speak out against  
the horrors. Illustrated with dramatic stylized paintings. Coretta 
Scott King Illustrator Honor.

Osceola: Memories of a Sharecropper’s Daughter by Osceola 
Mays. Collected and edited by Alan Govenar. Illustrated by 
Shane Evans. Hyperion, 2000. $15.99. Vignettes and poems,  
accompanied by powerful paintings, recall a childhood in  
Texas in the early 20th century.

Portraits of African-American Heroes by Tonya Bolden. 
Paintings by Ansel Pitcairn. Dutton, 2003. $18.99. The lives  
of 20 courageous and inspiring men and women.

Proudly Red and Black: Stories of African and Native 
Americans by William Loren Katz and Paula A. Franklin. 
Atheneum, 1993. $13.95. Profiles of a businessman, frontiersman, 
sculptor, rodeo star, scout, and congressman.

Romare Bearden: Collage of Memories by Jan Greenberg. 
Abrams, 2003. $17.95. An exploration of why and how his art was 
created.

Sojourner Truth:  Ain’t I a Woman? by Patricia McKissack and 
Fredrick McKissack. Scholastic, 1992. $4.50 pbk. A personalized  
account of the former slave and compelling orator who traveled 
across the country preaching against slavery and injustice. 

Sorrow’s Kitchen:  The Life and Folklore of Zora Neale 
Hurston by Mary E. Lyons. Aladdin, 1990. $7.99 pbk. This  
portrayal of the career of the gifted writer is enriched by  
selections from her works.

Story Painter:  The Life of Jacob Lawrence by John Duggleby. 
Chronicle, 1998. $16.95. An evocative portrayal reveals how the  
artist found his talents while living in Harlem and celebrated 
African American history in his dramatic paintings. 

Sundiata: Lion King of Mali by David Wisniewski. Clarion, 1992. 
$17.00. The life of the great African leader as told in traditional 
griot style and illustrated with dramatic cut-paper art. 

Talkin’ About Bessie:  The Story of Aviator Elizabeth 
Coleman by Nikki Grimes. Illustrated by E. B. Lewis. Orchard, 
2003. $16.95. In a fact-based series of poetic vignettes, mourners at 
her funeral recall her special life. Coretta Scott King Author 
Honor. Coretta Scott King Illustrator Award.

Talking to Faith Ringgold by Faith Ringgold, Linda Freeman, 
and Nancy Roucher. Crown, 1996. $12.95 pbk. An interactive  
biography of the artist and children’s book author, detailing  
her experiences, perspectives, and the inspiration for her art. 

Talking with Tebé: Clementine Hunter, Memory Artist  
by Mary E. Lyons. Houghton, 1998. $17.00. Interviews with the  
renowned Louisiana folk artist recall her life on a plantation  
and her innovative style. 

Through My Eyes by Ruby Bridges. Scholastic, 1999. $16.95.  
The author recounts the history-making time when as a six year 
old she first entered an all-white school in New Orleans. 
Illustrated with many sepia-toned photographs. 
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Vision of Beauty:  The Story of Sarah Breedlove Walker by 
Kathryn Lasky. Illustrated by Nneka Bennett. Candlewick, 2000. 
$17.99. From poverty to financial success, this is an account of the 
life of Madame C. J. Walker who developed and built a business 
selling hair and beauty care products. 

The Voice That Challenged a Nation: Marian Anderson and 
the Struggle for Equal Rights by Russell Freedman. Clarion, 
2004. $18.00. A compelling story of the magnificent vocalist. 

When Marian Sang:  The True Recital of Marian Anderson by 
Pam Muñoz Ryan. Illustrated by Brian Selznick. Scholastic, 2002. 
$16.95. Narrative and art blend seamlessly in a stunning presenta-
tion of the life of the 20th-century American diva.

Wilma Unlimited: How Wilma Rudolph Became the World’s 
Fastest Woman by Kathleen Krull. Illustrated by David Diaz. 
Harcourt, 1996. $16.00. A portrait in courage of the athlete who 
overcame polio and won three gold medals at the 1960 Olympics. 
Told in picture book format.

The Words of Martin Luther King, Jr. by Coretta Scott King. 
Newmarket, 1983. $15.95. A collection of quotations from his 
speeches and writings, including a brief biography.
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Celebrations and 
Observances
Carol of the Brown King: Nativity Poems by Langston 
Hughes. Illustrated by Ashley Bryan. Atheneum, 1998. $16.00. 
The story of the first Christmas in poetry and glowing art.

Celebrating Kwanzaa by Diane Hoyt-Goldsmith. Photographs 
by Lawrence Migdale. Holiday, 1993. $17.95. Color photographs 
depict a 13-year-old girl and her family as they prepare for the 
holiday at the Ujamaa Market in Chicago.

A Child Is Born by Margaret Wise Brown. Illustrated  
by Floyd Cooper. Jump at the Sun/Hyperion, 2000. $16.99. A  
poetic first Christmas night and the birth of the Baby Jesus.

Christmas in the Big House, Christmas in the Quarters by 
Patricia and Fredrick McKissack. Illustrated by John Thompson. 
Scholastic, 1994. $6.99 pbk. A re-creation of two very different 
Christmas celebrations on a Virginia plantation, just before the 
Civil War. Illustrated with full-page color paintings. Coretta 
Scott King Author Award.

Cooking the Caribbean Way by Cheryl Davidson Kaufman. 
Lerner, 1988. $25.26. Descriptions of the lands and peoples of the 
Caribbean Islands precede commonly prepared recipes in an  
attractive and simple format.  

Happy Birthday, Martin Luther King by Jean Marzollo. 
Illustrated by Brian Pinkney. Scholastic, 1993. $5.99 pbk. Brief text 
and colorful illustrations offer a simple introduction to the Civil 
Rights leader’s central message of love, brotherhood, and peace 
among people.

An Island Christmas by Lynn Joseph. Illustrated by Catherine 
Stock. Clarion, 1992. $14.95. The holiday preparations of a West 
Indian family capture the celebratory traditions of Christmas in 
the Caribbean.
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Kwanzaa: Everything You Always Wanted to Know But 
Didn’t Know Where to Ask by Cedric McClester. Gumbs and 
Thomas, 1996. $5.00 pbk. The origins, principles, and practices of 
the December harvest festival.

Mim’s Christmas Jam by Andrea Davis Pinkney. Illustrated           	
by Brian Pinkney. Harcourt, 2001. $16.00. In 1915, while Pap is away 
in New York City building the subway, his family hopes that 
mother’s special recipe will bring him home for the holidays.

Seven Spools of Thread:  A Kwanzaa Story by Angela Shelf 
Medearis. Illustrated by Daniel Minter. Albert Whitman, 2000. 
$15.95. When they are given the seemingly impossible task of 
turning thread into gold, the seven Ashanti brothers put aside 
their differences, learn to get along, and embody the principles 
of Kwanzaa. 

Under the Christmas Tree by Nikki Grimes. Illustrated by 
Kadir Nelson. HarperCollins, 2002. $15.99. Paintings and poems 
present a loving family and classic scenes of New York City  
during the holidays.

What’s Cooking, Jamela? by Niki Daly. Farrar, 2001. $16.00. 
Jamela is responsible for fattening up the chicken intended for 
Christmas dinner, but instead she gives it a name and makes it 
her friend. 
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Reference
African American Almanac, 7th Edition. Gale, 1997. $165.00.  
A comprehensive reference work on the black experience in  
the United States containing historical and contemporary  
information as well as statistical and biographical data.

Black Books Galore! Guide to Great African American 
Children’s Books by Donna Rand, Toni Parker, and Sheila 
Foster. Wiley, 1998. $15.95. A guide for parents and children to  
500 titles.  Also: Black Books Galore! Guide to Great African 
American Children’s Books About Boys and Black Books 
Galore! Guide to Great African American Children’s Books 
About Girls. 

The Coretta Scott King Awards 1970–2004 edited by 
Henrietta M. Smith. American Library Association, 2004. $35.00.  
The third edition of the definitive guide. 

Encyclopedia of Black Women in America edited by Darlene 
C. Hine and Kathleen Thompson. Facts on File, 1997. $385.00. 
Eleven volumes provide brief information on the lives and  
contributions of women in all fields in American history  
including business, government, the arts, and health.
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Selected Online Resources

The African American Journey 
World Book Encyclopedia 
http://www2.worldbook.com/wc/popup?path=features/ 
aajourney_new&page=html/aa_3_reconstruction.
shtml&direct=yes

African American Odyssey 
The Library of Congress 
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/aaohtml/aohome.html

Black Inventors 
http://www.ideafinder.com/features/classact/black.htm

The Coretta Scott King Award 
The American Library Association 
http://www.ala.org/ala/emiert/corettascottkingbookawards/
abouttheawarda/cskabout.htm

Encyclopedia Britannica’s Guide to Black History 
http://search.eb.com/Blackhistory/home.do

The Faces of Science: African Americans in the Sciences 
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